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It is with great pleasure and excitement that I announce the second annual "Par for Relief" golf tournament, which is beingheld Monday, September 17, 2012 at Persimmon Woods Golf Club.  This is not just an event, but an opportunity to restoreand build hope in the lives of individuals who are faced with road block after road block to having a normal everyday lifestyle, something many take for granted.  High costs of vital medical care and medications, lack of moral support,inability to advocate for competent medical care and social living assistance are just a few of the challenges facingScleroderma patients.Scleroderma is often misdiagnosed as other heart, lung, skin or kidney disorders and is often not uncovered until the disease has progressed beyond recovery, resulting in severe disability and even death.  Today, there is no known causeor cure, but current research is yielding more effective treatments.  About 500,000 women, men and children haveScleroderma in the United States; yet, due to the lack of awareness and misdiagnosis, people continue to suffer and even die from this disease daily.  I was diagnosed with Scleroderma in 2007 and I know first-hand the devastation of having this disease.  It has become mypassion to help those who receive this diagnosis and are living with Scleroderma as I am, to access the information and resources necessary to improve their quality of life.  With your help, the Relief Foundation's efforts will help address these dilemmas for as many people as possible.  Pleasebe a part of the change that needs to happen in St. Louis and surrounding areas through your sponsorship gift (referenceaccompanying form).  Together we can make a difference and provide much needed RELIEF and significantly improvethe quality of life for individuals living with this awful disease.Your support is sincerely appreciated.For more information on Scleroderma and the organization, please visit www.relief-foundation.org.Thank you,Kelly J. EllisonFounder and PresidentThe Relief Foundation
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